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General Assembly File No. 211 
January Session, 2005 Substitute House Bill No. 5594 

 
 
 
 

House of Representatives, April 7, 2005 
 
The Committee on Environment reported through REP. ROY 
of the 119th Dist., Chairperson of the Committee on the part of 
the House, that the substitute bill ought to pass. 
 

 
 
 
AN ACT CONCERNING PHYSICALLY DISABLED PERSONS AND 
FREE FISHING LICENSES.  

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General 
Assembly convened: 
 

Section 1. Section 26-29b of the general statutes is repealed and the 1 
following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective January 1, 2006): 2 

No fee shall be charged for any hunting, sport fishing or trapping 3 
license issued under this chapter to any permanently physically 4 
disabled person. For the purposes of this section, [a] "permanently 5 
physically disabled person" [is] means any person whose disability 6 
consists of the loss of one or more limbs or the permanent loss of the 7 
use of one or more limbs. A permanently physically disabled person 8 
shall submit to the commissioner a certification, signed by a licensed 9 
physician, of such disability. A permanently physically disabled 10 
person shall submit a certification of such permanent disability to the 11 
commissioner only one time in order to obtain a free sport fishing 12 
license pursuant to this section. No fee shall be charged for any 13 
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hunting or sport fishing license issued under this chapter to any 14 
permanently physically disabled person who is not a resident of this 15 
state if such person is a resident of a state in which a permanently 16 
physically disabled person from Connecticut will not be required to 17 
pay a fee for a hunting or sport fishing license.  18 

This act shall take effect as follows and shall amend the following 
sections: 
 
Section 1 January 1, 2006 26-29b 
 
Statement of Legislative Commissioners:   
Before "physically disabled person", "permanently" was added for 
consistency between the term as defined and the remainder of the 
section. 
 
ENV Joint Favorable Subst.-LCO  
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The following fiscal impact statement and bill analysis are prepared for the benefit of members of the 

General Assembly, solely for the purpose of information, summarization, and explanation, and do not 

represent the intent of the General Assembly or either House thereof for any purpose: 

 

OFA Fiscal Note 
 
State Impact: 

Agency Affected Fund-Effect FY 06 $ FY 07 $ 
Department of Environmental 
Protection 

Environmental 
Conservation Fund - None 

None None 

  

Municipal Impact: None  

Explanation 

Allowing a permanently physically disabled person to submit the 
required certification of his disability only once, instead of annually, to 
the Commissioner of the Department of Environmental Protection to 
obtain a free sport fishing, hunting, or trapping license will very 
minimally reduce the administrative duties of the agency and has no 
fiscal impact. 
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OLR Bill Analysis 
sHB 5594  
 
AN ACT CONCERNING PHYSICALLY DISABLED PERSONS AND 
FREE FISHING LICENSES 
  
SUMMARY: 
This bill allows a permanently physically disabled person to submit 
the required, signed certification of his disability to the environment 
commissioner only once to obtain a free sport fishing, hunting, or 
trapping license.  Current law requires a physically disabled person to 
submit the certification annually to receive a free license.  By law,  
“physically disabled” means anyone whose disability consists of the 
loss of one or more limbs or the permanent loss of the use of one or 
more limbs.  The bill specifies that a physically disabled person means 
“permanently physically disabled,” but the definition remains 
otherwise unchanged.  By law, unchanged by the bill, the certification 
must be signed by a licensed physician. 
 
EFFECTIVE DATE:  January 1, 2006 
 
COMMITTEE ACTION 
 
Environment Committee 
 

Joint Favorable Report 
Yea 26 Nay 0 

 
 


